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ciennes and the B.E.F. on either side of it; while the
Belgians clung to the river Lys from Coartrai to its mouth.
This was the climax of the German manoeuvre. This was
Dunkirk.
This pocket was pressed on both sides until the great
seven-day evacuation from Dunkirk, which began on May
28. The Belgians capitulated. Lord Gort's left flank was
wide Open. On the right he was being hard-pressed. How-
ever, British reserves managed to reach the line of the Yser
just in time to bar its passage to the enemy. Still at the apex
of the triangle, the ist French Army was all in. Its men
were too tired even to escape.
Gort told me he called for a final effort. And it was
made. Under cover of a holding line, the B.E.F. and the
ist French Army were evacuated from Dunkirk. By June 3,
225,000 British soldiers, including 13,000 wounded, and
112,000 Allied troops were brought safely back to Britain.
The B;E.F., ill-equipped for war, would live to fight again
another day.
Later that night, and the next day, he took me to his
office on the floor below, spread an immense map of Europe
on the table beside his desk.
I told Lord Gort that free men the world over, millions
of us in the United States and in England, were bewildered
b)r the agony of the thought that crowded our anxious
minds : How do we get at die Germans ? How ?
" Look at the map," they said. " How can we get on to
the continent? Invade Europe? Beat the Nazis in Ger-
many ? Win this war where all our leaders agree it must be
won? How?"
" The Germans have a five-legged horse on the conti-
nent," Gort said, " and none of the legs is sound.55
And as he talked, never relaxing his gaze at the map,
developing the picture of military initiative and attack, I
saw unfold part of the same immense panorama that I had
seen displayed through the eyes of the great Anglo-American
military leaders in London.   Inherent in every plan for
action was the assumption that we would come forward
with the greatest military exploit in the ageless history of
arms.   Nothing short of this could have any chance of
success.
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